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Fun and lively twist on classical Indian dance comes to Dartmouth's Flavel
By WMNjackieb (http://www.westernmorningnews.co.uk/people/WMNjackieb/profile.html) | Posted: March 22, 2014

By Jackie Butler
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Nina Rajarani and Srishti Dance will bring their Jham! production to the Flavel, Dartmouth

® Comments (0)
Ancient traditions of classical Indian dance and music find a fresh and youthful incarnation in Jham!, the latest innovative production from award-winning dancer and choreographer Nina
Rajarani, whose mission is to keep finding new audiences for the art form that is her passion.

Her London-based company, Srishti — Nina Rajarani Dance Creations, are making a welcome return to Dartmouth’s Flavel this month with this bright and vibrant show which features the highly-
sought Bharatanatyam dancer Sooraj Subramaniam. It also comes complete with an electrifying new score by Nina’s husband, the composer and vocalist Y Yadavan.

Nina performs as well as directs, with the four-strong dance team completed by Devkee Vadukul and Jahnavi Sheth. Four musicians provide the live soundtrack.

“It's actually a very fun and lively production. Some of the pieces are quite serious but others are very playful. It is inspired by the idea of jamming,” she explains. “Parts of the dance are
improvised and a lot of the music; we have a beatboxer and a vocalist having a friendly competition at one point.”

An arts centre in a Devon seaside town may not be the obvious place to seek out such niche entertainment. Nina is simply delighted to have the opportunity to share this kind of performance with
people who would otherwise be unlikely to witness it.

“| believe very strongly that the vocabulary of any kind of dance should be accessible to everyone, no matter what cultural background or race,” says Nina, who was awarded an MBE in 2009 in
recognition of her services to South Asian Dance.

“| create my work so that it can be enjoyed by people who know nothing about it.

“Traditional Indian dance is very literature-based; when people hear words in another language they sometimes feel they need to understand them in order to enjoy it. In this programme | go on,
because there is text in my piece, | go on and do a dialogue for the audience before | dance so that they can engage with it. Jham is also one of the syllables that we recite along with the dance.”

Nina, who admits to being “very ambitious”, is renowned for challenging boundaries with her company and for her unique style of choreography, which won her the Europe-wide Place Prize in
2006. She has run her own dance school in London for 20 years.

“We wanted it to be a homely show working with people with whom we have built an artistic relationship over a long time,” adds Nina. “Two of the company are girls | have trained since they were
very young and they are now professional dancers.”

Bharatanatyam originated in the temples of Tamil Nadu in south India.

“It is quite similar to ballet and there are very similar exercises that we learn in our training,” explains Nina. “It's a very geometric style with a lot of sharp and defined movement. All of the
company are trained Bharatanatyam. Sooraj has been working with me since 2007 and he is a remarkable performer who is trained in several different dance forms.”

One of Nina’s priorities is to engage with young people and her productions reflect that aim. She often chooses themes that might be of particular relevance; past shows have looked at football
and gang culture (in a version of Romeo and Juliet, featuring aerialists), and she has worked with troubled teenagers too.

At the other end of the scale, Srishti like to work therapeutically in care homes wherever they travel.
“So we will come into a care home to do a workshop while we are in Devon this time,” she adds.

The show at the Flavel, Dartmouth on Friday, March 28 will begin with a curtain raiser by students of Suzie West, a professional dance practitioner from Devon.
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MORE NEWS HEADLINES

« Bovine TB cases fall again - but Defra cautions against drawing... (/Bovine-TB-cases-fall-Defra-cautions-drawing/story-24519071-
detail/story.html)

« "Callous" Ukip slammed for evoking memory of Cornwall... (/Callous-8203-Ukip-slammed-evoking-memory-Cornwall/story-24519036-
detail/story.ntml)

o South West unemployment fall bucks post-summer trend (/South-West-unemployment-fall-bucks-post-summer/story-24518728-
detail/story.ntml)

« 2014 busiest year ever for property agent with £50m worth... (/2014-busiest-year-property-agent-50m-worth-hotel/story-24518908-
detail/story.html)

« Tory councillor cleared after 20 month police investigation (/Senior-Tory-cleared-20-month-police-investigation/story-24518810-
detail/story.html)
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£10,500

Skoda Octavia 1.9 TDi PD Elegance DSG Auto
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50% off B&B rates at... (/hotels-and-travel/hotels/blagdon-manor-restaurant-rooms/business-901394 3-detail/business.html)

Hotels (/hotels-and-travel/hotels)

09 BMW 118 M SPORT CONVE... (/motoring/car-dealers/town-hall-garage/business-9413904-detail/business.html)

Car Dealers (/motoring/car-dealers) [ Print voucher (/voucher-details.html?id=24513929) ]
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& PRYOTOGRAPKY

SONY INSTORE DAY THIS... (/photographyl/j---a-cameras-ltd/business-9296689-detail/business.html)

Photographers (/photography/photographers)

Great winter deals on... (/weddings/wedding-services/plymouth-executive-cars/business-14914526-detail/business.html)

Wedding Services (/weddings/wedding-services)

50% OFF CLIPPING! (/agriculture/equestrian/longpark-farm-equestrian/business-23235311-detail/business.html)

Equestrian (/agriculture/equestrian) [ Print voucher (/voucher-details.html?id=24211135)
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