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Pulse is with Lise Smith and 4 others at Rich Mix London.

#Margam by Sooraj Subramaniam - Dance

Work is taking place on our website but as we didn't want to keep you
waiting here is Lise Smith's review of Sooraj Subramaniam's recent solo
performance at Rich Mix London – 'truly thrilling'.

'Margam'
Sooraj Subramaniam
Friday 24 March
Rich Mix, London
Reviewed by Lise Smith

Malaysian-born dancer Sooraj Subramaniam is currently best known in
the UK for his work as a performer with the contemporary-classical Balbir
Singh Dance Company and Shobana Jeyasingh Dance. This evening,
supported by Akademi’s 'Daredevas' programme, shows Subramaniam’s
technique and versatility as a purely classical dancer, performing a
programme (or margam) of bharatanatyam in a traditional context. The
performance, accompanied by superb live music, is a delight from the
first pushpanjali to the final tillana.

Subramaniam has drawn praise for his elegance as a dancer, shown to
great effect as the titular Bayadère in Jeyasingh’s 'Bayadère – The Ninth
Life' two years ago and currently in 'Material Men redux'. What’s striking
about his performance in this programme is how that long-limbed
elegance combines with strong, poised lines, rhythmic precision and
fierceness of attack in the fast nritta sections to create a truly thrilling
solo performance. A jatiswaram in misracapu at the start of the
programme illustrates this poise and precision to electrifying effect, and
this finely-tempered energy does not let up from here to the end of the
performance.

An extended varnam set to a verse in Telegu by the 19th century
composer Subbarama Dikshithar and choreographed by Guru Adyar K
Lakshmanan allows time and space for sensitive abhinaya sequences
showing the protagonist’s love in separation from Lord Siva in between
bursts of pure dance. Subramaniam’s plays a coquettish, almost vampy
lover who seems to be rather enjoying the exquisite anguish of
separation, recalling dice games and other pastimes for two with
animated facial work and graceful gestures.

A more conventionally devotional kirtanam follows the interval; then the
mood changes again with a witty padam in adi talam. Set to a colloquial
verse by composer Subbarama Iyer, this short but sparkling sequence
lets Subramaniam show off his chops for comic acting as a gossiping
neighbor trash-talking a former friend, whose own sudden rise in social
status is the cause of moralizing suspicion. If the classic teen comedy
'Mean Girls' ever needed a bharatantyam reinterpretation then here,
clearly, is the man to do it.

The evening closes, as is traditional, with an energetic pure dance tillana,
giving the audience one last chance to enjoy the brisk footwork and
effervescent gestures of classical bharatanatyam. As Subramaniam gives
a final invocation to Tamil god Muruga and takes a bow, the audience
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Ad Choicesrises in some of the most rapt appreciation I’ve seen in recent years.

The interaction between dancer and musicians always elevates a dance
performance but the costs are frequently too high for solo performers to
bear alone, so it’s a great treat for performer and audience alike to see
this programme presented with live music from four experienced and
exquisite performers: Prathap Ramachandra on mridangam,
Madhusoodanan Satchithanandan on bamboo flute, Nina Rajarani on
nattuvangam, and vocalist Yadav Yadavan. Yadavan’s sweet, resonant
tones in particular enriched the performance throughout.

As well as being an enjoyable performance in its own right, it was great to
see that a classical bharatanatyam programme could sell out the upstairs
venue at Rich Mix – and that the chock-full stalls were moved to a
unanimous standing ovation (the first time I’ve seen such a thing in a long
while) by the performance. Hopefully this reception will encourage more
venues to take a risk on more traditional dance programming; this
Margam has shown that the rewards are surely worth it.

Photo credit: Simon Richardson

  
Comment Share

21
Sooraj Subramaniam Dance, Tom Decuyper, Meera Vijayan and 18 others

Oldest

5 Shares 1 Comment

 · Reply · 1y

Dominique Radhakrishnan Wish i had been there

Like

Write a comment...

Write something on this Page...

Status Photo/Video

Like

https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/privacy/explanation
https://www.facebook.com/policies?ref=pf
https://www.facebook.com/ad_campaign/landing.php?placement=pf_rhc&campaign_id=242449722530626&extra_1=auto
https://www.facebook.com/help/cookies?ref_type=sitefooter
https://www.facebook.com/help/568137493302217
https://www.facebook.com/ghatamprathap?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/madhusoodanan.satchithanandan?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/nina.rajarani?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/yadavan.yoganantham?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/simon.richardson.908?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/photos/a.252140064835487.56550.229023940480433/1265667560149394/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1265667560149394&av=123728694337576
https://www.facebook.com/shares/view?id=1265667560149394
https://www.facebook.com/dominique.radhakrishnan?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/photos/a.252140064835487.56550.229023940480433/1265667560149394/?type=3&comment_id=1267438466638970&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/dominique.radhakrishnan?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1265667560149394&av=123728694337576
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1265667560149394&av=123728694337576
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#


Pulse shared a post.

Sandeep Virdee

Darbar is recruiting for a marketing manager...

19 hrs · 

Yesterday at 4:00pm

Search
The Arts Jobs list details current vacancies and
opportunities in the arts community, and Arts
News details arts events, news and press
releases. Both mailing lists are generated
entirely by Arts Jobs and Arts News members.

ARTSJOBS.ORG.UK

  
Comment Share

1Gurdain Singh Rayatt

Write a comment...

Pulse shared a post.

Ileana Citaristi is with Katrina Rute and 4 others.

An Odia abhinaya taught in London! Universal language of dance!

19 hrs · 

+3

May 28 at 9:28pm

  
Comment Share

9María Parralo and 8 others Oldest

2 Shares

Sheelah James beautiful!

 · Reply · 7hLike

Jean Riley Exquisite

 · Reply · 7hLike

Write a comment...

1

1

Like

Like

https://www.facebook.com/sandeep.virdee.71?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQxTBC_jFgQAD1IvGaezR4oUaD0Xef9b2uzRaKK98xbJ9JRw3B33tJ-z-tJNbbTB3U
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?hc_ref=ARQBlQOcDy7g1Rob2oGX7Vgiiu3JDWMG3Icr3rkwCdGePdHGGlK0WY8gjWMwX5OfU6M
https://www.facebook.com/sandeep.virdee.71/posts/10156387361498245
https://www.facebook.com/sandeep.virdee.71?hc_ref=ARTSynIoXBsoAfVlE2LKsUoOKTbXlM4bOnKc4i1YMnoAqqZNornNYL-W03euUdFzcPg&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1664132970302849
https://www.facebook.com/sandeep.virdee.71/posts/10156387361498245
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsjobs.org.uk%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D25%26ne_source%3Dapprovejobs%26ne_post_id%3D221580&h=ATOuvDKGHxyxDpG9daD3wYltFOz1txPk-XYZVDeeJcYVXdC1tvMuHXGIeeY_k_wq-udqPmSpH1-8VNUOvcNuvWTsUz9BQP1GSaxwzScqqCq4AV_qSIvB1STevv2RLQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsjobs.org.uk%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D25%26ne_source%3Dapprovejobs%26ne_post_id%3D221580&h=ATMsRZh8IMoBgubzSEBC3ixFbi2-eqzl51EsYbf_BfHlyDbe8U4Bt90A4bXKeKb0GRQ_aqxcwnDsGG9beAu03K93HzRHd6Y3yzE2vr8Y4lqv0wa9CX1Fe8CNNOfd_xbv2HaS45w
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsjobs.org.uk%2Findex.php%3Fid%3D25%26ne_source%3Dapprovejobs%26ne_post_id%3D221580&h=ATP_BusJclEAvM7msQn5dHbSdM3BHaXXZ3-7eL-94Dd5MG5uaV1j-jWDHSL48-flIbcfkikgmy9O21Piv-wm1pWVK5libGIVmd-Y8H9pKApz4buiz2YtTuAp4phZew
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1664132970302849&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARS5u05gMM7R_c1uFn0EHDtVMRbpVXxNV45gtlr5VFxJS6WTdicHa23B8YjA2fMdYtk
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?hc_ref=ARTeYp86cFq2rpj82dJeRnES33yjGWCnQPOt-b46iP3EftszEkHhCocCS4WRiI_HFO0
https://www.facebook.com/ileana.citaristi/posts/10156379045523134
https://www.facebook.com/ileana.citaristi?hc_ref=ARQDKfguwThuW7KbvJRFVvoGmhRktPUUeysuJkn0ucJjQyQ6dLbtCB_S-T4ux-WgTzw
https://www.facebook.com/katrina.rute?hc_ref=ARQDKfguwThuW7KbvJRFVvoGmhRktPUUeysuJkn0ucJjQyQ6dLbtCB_S-T4ux-WgTzw
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1664132320302914
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156379035618134&set=pcb.10156379045523134&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156379035633134&set=pcb.10156379045523134&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156379035628134&set=pcb.10156379045523134&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/ileana.citaristi/videos/pcb.10156379045523134/10156379035758134/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/ileana.citaristi/videos/pcb.10156379045523134/10156379035833134/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/ileana.citaristi/posts/10156379045523134
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1664132320302914&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/shares/view?id=1664132320302914
https://www.facebook.com/sheelah.james.5?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/sheelah.james.5?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1664132320302914?comment_id=1664526910263455&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R0%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/jean.riley.3956?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/jean.riley.3956?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1664132320302914?comment_id=1664532813596198&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1664132970302849&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1664132320302914&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1664132320302914_1664526910263455&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1664132320302914_1664532813596198&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#


Pulse shared a post.

Tamasha

Actors! Kristine Landon-Smith is back with another acting
masterclass 4th - 8th June.

She applies her acclaimed intracultural methodology to classic and
contemp...

See More

May 25 at 8:09pm · 

Like Page
May 24 at 5:11pm · 

TDA Intracultural Acting Masterclass - Tamasha
Theatre Company
"The work of Kristine Landon Smith and Tamasha on intracultural
performance practice gives a fascinating and valuable insight into the…

TAMASHA.ORG.UK

  
Comment Share

Pulse shared an event.

Evening Raga with Jayanthi Kumaresh
Fri 8 PM UTC+01 · Hope Chapel - Liverpool H…
Tickets available · Music · 33 people

May 25 at 4:25pm · 

JUN

15
  

Comment Share

1Aishwarya Rajarshi

Write a comment...

Pulse shared an event.
May 25 at 3:04pm · 

Interested

Like

Like

https://www.facebook.com/tamashatheatre/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQJqn10ugGZ2K9EyT8zejjb6V6bIGo64xzGPukutc7uQZSM35pa9BnOkNAh2iYEvWs
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARSl6i9XDPvffCpEaDVP_vwB9bdnVgTeTyPSE6nPdOF4yfiRMgK9UI9q48bhUJMvF0w
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?hc_ref=ARRveTM0liC1vUvekMaXOfBzJmB5LrH0iACf6mtM94i1Qy5WXmQjGMTKedy33XTHQZo
https://www.facebook.com/tamashatheatre/posts/10156379819787720
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/tamashatheatre/?hc_ref=ARQypAeOcX0ji1mjuXEf8eA_PQ1lZ0LwEHagbMS7vlQttIxl_zoqAJmlxJEvjFQqi-w&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1660203037362509
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/tamashatheatre/posts/10156379819787720
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tamasha.org.uk%2Ftda-intracultural-acting-masterclass-kristine-landon-smith%2F&h=ATONu8ijNvkVQQFjZEyvX4aI8eCKwaSqXG0trgLwQ--xt42JL5gfg2BpGFWA0qXZPT2RCN_BmqZN3rE61bubcjYB0BPnffgB3sN40dvdlbNE-q4rPmRGiKvj_2eQOA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tamasha.org.uk%2Ftda-intracultural-acting-masterclass-kristine-landon-smith%2F&h=ATPqf4lasH5ioAveGpwYqaD0hDlGgekCOfMtfat3L6D3JTvu5xcocQ643lBvQ_FWLYyhI8BnPTyVgQ_zSARzZt9eHX-gwYJj-nmbLtKNKiMn0_9f_VLnQGSO4QFtnEFT1Tztqplz
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tamasha.org.uk%2Ftda-intracultural-acting-masterclass-kristine-landon-smith%2F&h=ATN0m1Np5TCRV5SNk75OqjllewmwWU44ojMxrSHMUxbe5hm46V6PO4FUUAEWQ1TTifJpDvhtYFnqw35a5whScn52hVdr1QqIfd6phoAuhRSAnHO8jXjbdc4jbnxlnw
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARTsyfkaUWWLnZZI6360KjqSj3oenEO532_na_S4kPJUCY-9dzLaWozVU3xI_21yRUA
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?hc_ref=ARQ-BZUN9iNh4QGV5QSqsw-7VB1opeyc2LbhaCJ9w10bwv5mvXpAeC9_r1jRXK8kuas
https://www.facebook.com/events/217879579019853/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D%22%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D&source=3&source_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22feed_story%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D&has_source=1&hc_ref=ARQ-BZUN9iNh4QGV5QSqsw-7VB1opeyc2LbhaCJ9w10bwv5mvXpAeC9_r1jRXK8kuas
https://www.facebook.com/events/217879579019853/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%223%22%2C%22ref_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-Chapel-Liverpool-Hope-University/2068915843385996
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1659980407384772
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1659980407384772&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARSrzSHHWfZUB1giIA6F0thnyAXUsK3hZBpgKtiAUhOrINWOsPtEI7bQ9WwZPkdeASQ
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/?hc_ref=ARQ4DWpwZuaFxCBrOgpwYEUoxqq7m3Yn6tFLIlwv0V6tUkv7l5ah5LFueGXL6HgRHKY
https://www.facebook.com/events/507894189607538/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D%22%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D&source=3&source_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22feed_story%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D&has_source=1&hc_ref=ARQ4DWpwZuaFxCBrOgpwYEUoxqq7m3Yn6tFLIlwv0V6tUkv7l5ah5LFueGXL6HgRHKY
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1659899267392886
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/events/217879579019853/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%223%22%2C%22ref_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/ufi/reaction/profile/browser/?ft_ent_identifier=1659980407384772&av=667464361
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#
https://www.facebook.com/pulseconnects/posts/1265667560149394#


Odissi Dance Workshop by Padmashri…
May 26 - May 28 · The Factory Fitness and D…
Katrina, Parbati and 7 friends

MAY

26
 

Comment

4Elena Odissi, Tuhina Chakraborty Bhattacharyya and 2 others

Write a comment...

Pulse shared a link.
May 24 at 9:30am · 

Paid performance commission for LGBTQ diaspora /
British Asians | ivo theatre
Outrageous! 2018 Legitimate Love When is love legit if you’re LGBTQ? Is it the
moment your dad gets your partner’s pronoun right, or the day you spend…

IVOTHEATRE.ORG
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