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Photos #Margam by Sooraj Subramaniam - Dance
Posts Work is taking place on our website but as we didn't want to keep you
waiting here is Lise Smith's review of Sooraj Subramaniam's recent solo Our Story
Community performance at Rich Mix London - 'truly thrilling'. Kadam Asian Dance and Music based in
Email Signup ‘Margam' Bedfordshire has been in existence since
Sooraj Subramaniam 1995 with the aim of p...
Instagram feed Friday 24 March
. . See More
Rich Mix, London
Reviewed by Lise Smith
Malaysian-born dancer Sooraj Subramaniam is currently best known in Community See All
the UK for his work as a performer with the contemporary-classical Balbir
Singh Dance Company and Shobana Jeyasingh Dance. This evening, 2L Invite your friends to like this Page
supported by Akademi’s 'Daredevas' programme, shows Subramaniam’s ik 1,300 people like this
technique and versatility as a purely classical dancer, performing a
programme (or margam) of bharatanatyam in a traditional context. The S\ 1,286 people follow this
performance, accompanied by superb live music, is a delight from the aL Lise Smith and 135 other friends like this
first pushpanjali to the final tillana. COHDT
Subramaniam has drawn praise for his elegance as a dancer, shown to
great effect as the titular Bayadére in Jeyasingh’s 'Bayadére — The Ninth About See Al
Life' two years ago and currently in '‘Material Men redux'. What's striking
about his performance in this programme is how that long-limbed &, +44 7905 268887
elegance combines with strong, poised lines, rhythmic precision and ® Typically replies within an hour
fierceness of attack in the fast nritta sections to create a truly thrilling Send Message
solo performance. A jatiswaram in misracapu at the start of the & www.pulseconnects.com
programme illustrates this poise and precision to electrifying effect, and
this finely-tempered energy does not let up from here to the end of the [(3 Magazine
performance.

Suggest Edits
An extended varnam set to a verse in Telegu by the 19th century

composer Subbarama Dikshithar and choreographed by Guru Adyar K
Lakshmanan allows time and space for sensitive abhinaya sequences
showing the protagonist’s love in separation from Lord Siva in between
bursts of pure dance. Subramaniam’s plays a coquettish, almost vampy
lover who seems to be rather enjoying the exquisite anguish of
separation, recalling dice games and other pastimes for two with
animated facial work and graceful gestures.

Pages Liked by This Page >

BBC Performing Arts... f Like

A more conventionally devotional kirtanam follows the interval; then the
mood changes again with a witty padam in adi talam. Set to a colloquial
verse by composer Subbarama lyer, this short but sparkling sequence
lets Subramaniam show off his chops for comic acting as a gossiping

' Mantralogy il Like

y.

neighbor trash-talking a former friend, whose own sudden rise in social 9
status is the cause of moralizing suspicion. If the classic teen comedy o ed
'‘Mean Girls' ever needed a bharatantyam reinterpretation then here,
clearly, is the man to do it.

People Dancing il Like

The evening closes, as is traditional, with an energetic pure dance tillana, English (US) - Nederlands - +
giving the audience one last chance to enjoy the brisk footwork and Francais (France) - Espafiol -

effervescent gestures of classical bharatanatyam. As Subramaniam gives Portugués (Brasil)

| a final invocation to Tamil god Muruga and takes a bow, the audience
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rises in some of the most rapt appreciation I've seen in recent years.

The interaction between dancer and musicians always elevates a dance
performance but the costs are frequently too high for solo performers to
bear alone, so it's a great treat for performer and audience alike to see
this programme presented with live music from four experienced and
exquisite performers: Prathap Ramachandra on mridangam,
Madhusoodanan Satchithanandan on bamboo flute, Nina Rajarani on
nattuvangam, and vocalist Yadav Yadavan. Yadavan's sweet, resonant
tones in particular enriched the performance throughout.

As well as being an enjoyable performance in its own right, it was great to
see that a classical bharatanatyam programme could sell out the upstairs
venue at Rich Mix — and that the chock-full stalls were moved to a
unanimous standing ovation (the first time I've seen such a thing in a long
while) by the performance. Hopefully this reception will encourage more
venues to take a risk on more traditional dance programming; this
Margam has shown that the rewards are surely worth it.
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Q Sandeep Virdee
” Yesterday at 4:00pm

Darbar is recruiting for a marketing manager...

Search

The Arts Jobs list details current vacancies and
opportunities in the arts community, and Arts
News details arts events, news and press
releases. Both mailing lists are generated
entirely by Arts Jobs and Arts News members.

ARTSJOBS.ORG.UK
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An Odia abhinaya taught in London! Universal language of dance!
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Tamasha il Like Page
May 24 at 5:11pm - €

Actors! Kristine Landon-Smith is back with another acting
masterclass 4th - 8th June.

She applies her acclaimed intracultural methodology to classic and
contemp...

See More

TDA Intracultural Acting Masterclass - Tamasha
Theatre Company

"The work of Kristine Landon Smith and Tamasha on intracultural
performance practice gives a fascinating and valuable insight into the...

TAMASHA.ORG.UK
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Pulse shared an event. vee
May 25 at 4:25pm - €

JUN  Evening Raga with Jayanthi Kumaresh
15 Fri 8 PM UTC+01 - Hope Chapel - Liverpool H... % Interested
Tickets available - Music - 33 people
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Re-nowned Odissi dancer, teacher and scholar Padmashri
Dr Ileana Citaristi shares the intricacy and subtlety of
Qdissi dance expressions through an exquisite Oriya Folk
SONg.

AJANI
BUDHIGALI

MO LAJJARE

Saturday 26 May 3.00pm- 7.00pm

. - el
Monday 28 May 11 am- 4pm
v The Factory Fitness an

T .07 Homsey Road, | 194

£225 Bookings: info@pulseconnacts. com

MAY  Odissi Dance Workshop by Padmashri...
26 May 26 - May 28 - The Factory Fitness and D... * Interested

oY Like (J Comment € ~

Q Elena Odissi, Tuhina Chakraborty Bhattacharyya and 2 others

LA L J

9} Pulse shared a link.
W May 24 at 9:30am -

Paid performance commission for LGBTQ diaspora /
British Asians | ivo theatre

Outrageous! 2018 Legitimate Love When is love legit if you're LGBTQ? Is it the
moment your dad gets your partner’s pronoun right, or the day you spend...

IVOTHEATRE.ORG

o) Like () Comment &> Share € ~

® Chat (88)
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